
  
 

Algorithm for hand injuries    

 
 1- Is the injury isolated  
and distal to the elbow ?? 

Yes  

No  

E.R. physician if minor, or 
trauma surgeon if major for 

decontamination, debridement 
and temporary closure. 

Next day referral to Hand 
Surgeon 

2- Has injury led to a complete 
amputation proximal to the DIP 

joint or to lack of capillary refill ? 

:Yes  

   : No  

4-Is it a thumb, a 
child under 18 or 
multiple digits ?? 

:Yes  
  

Contact 
replant 
center 
ASAP 

:No  

:Yes :No 

3- due to  crush 
or avulsion ?? 

 


