RAC Chair Meeting

Thursday, August 19, 2010
Summary per RAC Chair TSA-S


Office of EMS/Trauma System Update

· GETAC committee meeting dates for 2010 are as follows: November 20–22 in conjunction with the EMS conference in Austin.  GETAC 2011 meeting dates are as follows: February 23-25, May 11-13, August 17-19, and November in conjunction with EMS conference.  All meetings in 2011 will be held in Austin at the Airport Hilton except the November meeting.   
· EMS-C Update – a.) Developed a continuing education program. Most courses are basic level, advanced courses are available. CE provided for EMS.  b.) Putting together review teams for protocol reviews. Will be seeking protocols from various agencies to compile as a resource document.  c.) Will be asking each RAC if they have online pediatric medical direction and if they are willing to participate in a project to establish regional medical direction.   
· Pediatric Committee Member reported: ACEP/AAP/ENA recently released guidelines for care of the pediatric patient.  Each hospital should receive a copy from the ENA and need to review this document to assess your hospital’s readiness to care for pediatric patients.  You can access the document at www.ena.org.
· Using Available Data Sources Presentation (Injury Surveillance Sources) Ryan Beal (DSHS) - Power point presentation will be available on the DSHS epidemiology website.  Gives numerous websites where data can be obtained for different comparisons regarding injury, mortality, etc.  Mr. Beal can be contacted at 512-458-7111 #2808 ryan.beal@dshs.state.tx.us
· Contract/Funding Update – End of year reports due 08/31/10 and Tobacco report due 10/15/10.  There will be a disbursement to the hospitals in August from the 911/1131 funds along with the excess Extraordinary Emergency Funds.
· HPP (Hospital Preparedness Program) – Dr. Valadez came to address the current issues facing the program.  “Match” funds which are required under this year’s contract was addressed and DSHS think they are close to finding a solution.  They will contact they RAC’s with more details.  There was open discussion regarding the disconnect between contract oversight and contract management at DSHS over this program and all of the RAC’s agreed this is a problem.  Dr. Valadez agreed this would be addressed.  It was also pointed out that audit need to be consistent from audit to audit.    Dr. Valadez relayed that anticipated future changes to the HPP program will be looking to create more “systems” between hospital, public health, emergency management, etc.  Anticipate new guidance being distributed in May 2012.  
Other Reports

· Trauma Systems Committee – There was much discussion about the Drivers Responsibility Program.  We need to continue to inform our legislators about the program and to support it in order to continue the funding for the trauma system.  We need all the money released, let them know we are not opposed to increasing administrative support for administering the program, and we are not opposed to changing the fee and penalties schedule.  Also discussed was the Free-standing Emergency Medical Care Facilities rules passed.  DSHS will notify the RAC’s when one open in the region.  There is supposed to be RAC participation by these facilities as outlined by each RAC.
· EMS Committee – Currently in the process of reviewing DSHS rules in Title 25 of the Texas Administrative Code Section 157.1 – 157.5.  Also, discussion about an EMS Narcotic Control White Paper.  Trying to give guidance to EMS regarding narcotic control.  The DEA offices around the state are not consistent with their management and oversight but are meeting with the EMS committee member trying to help with the concerns.  Some issues raised were:  Rural EMS parking units at home at night and controlled substances entering the homes, and ED’s issuing narcotics to EMS providers for transfers in case it is needed enroute.  The DEA will be sending some issues to Washington D.C. for further clarification.  
· Injury Prevention Committee – Discussion was held on the pros and cons of Red Light Cameras in communities.  The Injury Prevention Committee will propose to GETAC that legislators vote against sun setting the Red Light Camera legislation.  Also, the committee is gathering evidence based best practice data on programs in Texas related to prevention of elderly falls.  And, the committee will forward a resolution to GETAC in support of Mothers Against Drunk Drivers sobriety checkpoints. 
· Stroke Committee – TETAF will be hosting a Stroke symposium on September 17th at Dell Children’s hospital in Austin.  Also, DSHS will be surveying to see how EMS determines stroke patient destination.  
· Cardiac Care Committee – There was a STEMI database presentation giving option for reporting.  Also a RAC mortality rate presentation showing disparities throughout the state.  A subcommittee will be developed to evaluate STEMI processes in Texas.  
Trauma Registry Update

· An RFO (Request For Offer) was re-posted due to DSHS only receiving two responses to the original RFO for about 1800 that were sent.  Some industry specific vendors were apparently not notified and DSHS decided to repost the RFO which closed on 08/20/10.  Depending on the number received from the second posting will depend on how long they evaluate, but they hope to have a vendor selected by 10/01/10.  Composition of the evaluation team is driven by state rules and no outside participation is allowed.  They will select by “best-value” and not “cheapest”.  They plan to continue the registry workgroup made up of stakeholders.   
· Epidemiology website is www.dshs.state.tx.us/injury   phone # is 512-458-7266. 
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