RAC Chair Meeting

Wednesday, February 24, 2010
Summary per RAC Chair TSA-S


Office of EMS/Trauma System Update

· GETAC committee meeting dates for 2010 are as follows: May 19-21, August 18-20 and November 20–22 in conjunction with the EMS conference in Austin.  All meetings in 2010 will be held in Austin.  
· The Texas Business Organizations Code now governs all Texas nonprofit corporations.  Previous Texas Non-Profit Corporation Act terminology must be converted to those used in the Texas Business Organizations Code such as in the Articles of Incorporation for the RAC which will now be the Certificate of Formation.  
· EMSC – EMS for Children initiatives include:  Quality Improvement for children, continuing education, proper pediatric ambulance equipment, prehospital protocols for children, regionalizing medical direction for pediatric care, categorizing pediatric care facilities within the RAC.  Facilitators are asking for feedback from the RAC’s on priorities for each region and how EMSC can be useful. 
· TETAF Update – Acute Care division is focusing on the Level III stoke survey process and its approval from DSHS, Disaster Preparedness division works as a continuation of the GETAC disaster committee work, EMS division is assessing the feasibility of moving forward with the CCMP, Injury Prevention division hosted a symposium in Austin and is compiling a resource manual, Pediatric division is working on pediatric categorization and designation of pediatric trauma facilities, Education division is working toward CNE provider status for TETAF, the RAC division has been hosting RAC development meetings with budget talks and the Trauma division continues to provided Level III and Level IV survey process for Texas trauma facilities.
· DSHS has contracted with the American College of Surgeons (ACS) for a consultation visit for Texas of the RACs and as a Trauma Facility Study.  This will provide information on the need for additional Level I & II Trauma Facilities and identify opportunities for improvement in the regional trauma systems.  Dates for this visit will be May 18-21, 2010 in conjunction with the GETAC meetings.  ACS intends to send approximately nine surveyors to accomplish the survey.  
Other Reports

· Disaster Committee – On the subject of oxygen availability during disasters such as hurricanes, especially for the medical special needs patient, there will be a workgroup meeting with Chief Colley and large oxygen vendors to facilitate solutions.  A litter ambulance workgroup is defining equipment, personnel, etc. for all types of buses used during disasters. Would also like a workgroup to look at large unusual scenarios such as “active shooter with mass fatality”, “mass burns”, “railroad derailments”, and “bombing”.
· Cardiac Committee – Approved mantra: “Saving Hearts Across Texas”, and approved mission statement, “To facilitate the development of fully integrated and aggressive emergency cardiac care systems for all communities in Texas”.  There was a motion passed for RAC’s to develop Cardiac Care Committees and focus on defining and identifying Acute Cardiac Care Facilities in their jurisdiction, to develop an EMS patient destination guideline for acute ST-Segment Myocardial Infarction (STEMI), and Identify minimum essential services to be reported to local EMS provider agencies for continued recognition as a 24/7 cardiac cath center.
· Stroke Committee – DSHS is working with TETAF to approve their Stroke Facility designation process for Level III Stroke facilities.  
· Injury Prevention Committee – A presentation was given on Child Fatality Review teams and their purpose.  Discussion regarding geriatric review teams was briefly held and will be explored via other committees.  Dr. Kovar gave an overview of Induced Hypothermia Post Cardiac Arrest.  A presentation from “Hard Hats for Little Heads” revealed that there are free bike helmets available, 50 helmets free for 50 helmets purchased.  
· Trauma Systems Committee – Recommended a stakeholder workgroup to address issues surrounding the Texas Driver Responsibility Program and supporting the current 3588 funding for trauma.  Update from UTMB – admitting approximately 350 patients, 100 patients seen in the ED per day, no in-patient psych, and will probably have a visit from the American College of Surgeons in Fall 2010 for their Level I designation.  Also discussed was HB1357 regarding Freestanding Emergency Medical Care Facilities.  Various requirements were reviewed such as Board Certified/ACLS ED physician, ACLS RN, medical screening exam requirement, lab, pharmacy, medical records, radiology, CT scan.  Discussion was that these facilities may be very useful in some settings but harmful in others.  Suggestions were that these it should be written in rule for these facilities to participate in the RAC and/or be designated on some level.  
Trauma Registry Update

· 2009 data is due to the EMS/Trauma Registry by March 31, 2010.  On April 1, 2010 the report period will close and the 2009 data will no longer be accepted.
· Trauma Registry workgroup continues at the state.  A contracted survey has been completed along with stakeholder meetings.  There is a Registry Solutions Workgroup that has been meeting with stakeholder input.  The RFO will be put out in March and a vendor chosen by August 2010.  A working registry is schedule to be in place January 2012.
· Epidemiology website is www.dshs.state.tx.us/injury   phone # is 512-458-7266. 
· TETAF is also working simultaneously on a registry solution.  Collector has already offered a solution for gathering data, but details of extraction, maintenance, reporting, etc have not been explored.  This is a work in progress. 
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